Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

looked forward to higher achievements, scorning
the contentment that sometimes brings stagna-
tion to a great industry.

All of this progress, however, cannot be
credited to the men of the industry. Some of
it was undoubtedly due to the greatness of the
country, the magnificence of our natural re-
sources, and the enterprise of our people as a
whole. In no other country, in the world, for
instance, could there have been a demand for
railroad expansion such as to require 500,000
miles of steel rails in less than twenty years, as
was the case in this country between 1865 and
1885.

The first steel rail rolled in America from

American steel was made at the North Chicago
Rolling Mill on May 24, 1865, from steel ingots
made at Wyandotte, Mich, The ingots were
made under the direction of William F. Durfee

who had built the first successful Bessemer
converter at Wyandotte. Steel made in this
converter was used in rolling the rail referred to.
I was attending a meeting of the American Iron
and Steel Association in Chicago at the time
and went with the party that visited the works
to see the operation repeated the following day-
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